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SOME NEW BOOKS.

The Byzanitas Empire,

Of the many volumes Included in the * Sto-
riea of the Nations” gories (Putnamsl, the
most important is the Intest, entitiod The Ay-
santine Empire, by O. W, C. Oxaxw, This is the
first attempt to popularize the right concop-
tion of the part played by Constantinople in
the history of European civiligation—u aoneep-
tion which materially differs from tho pleture
of unbroken corruption and doeny prosonted
in the " Decline and Fall.” With the facts, and
with the true deductions from tliom, studonts
have beon mada famillar by Finlay's history,
published noarly forty years ago. and Ly the
moro recsnt work of Me, Dury which appeared
in 1880, Hitherto, howevar, all the handbooks
on the subject have continued to eireulute n
commodity which Mr. Oman aptly describoes as
“Qibbon and water." Itis, on the contrary,
the matter and the aplirit of Finlay sod of
Dury which are reproduced {n the prosent vol-
ume. Its readars will be ennbled to unders
stand how It came to pasa that the sastern Ro-
man empire survived by noarly a thousand
yeara the disruption of the empiro in the West
~& phenomenon lnexplicably upon tho thoory
countensnced by Gibbon that the rulers of
Constantinople were a succossion of woak-
lings and that its subject-peoplea wora desti-
tuts of all the virlle virtues and had sunk to
the lowest depths of soclal and moral duveoa-
dence. The truth is that the Goths, Huns,
Avars, Blave, and Northmon, who wrought
such havoa ineentral or weatern Europs, mado
no (atal improssion on the Byzantine realm,
whioh, slso, repulsed from the Dosporus the
samo Saracens who conquerad Spaln and pono-
trated to Poltiers in France—which, moreover,
blooked the westward advance of the Seljnk
Turks, and would have kopt the Ottoman
Turks out of Europo had not the Latin Chris-
tians committod the Llunder of shattering
thelr strongest bulwark agninst Islam by
selzsing Constantinople and dosling a blow to
the Greek emplre from which It wns unalle
to regoven

—
n,

Mr. Oman boging his narrative with an ae-
eount of the foundation of Byzantium by a
colony from Megara In the seventh contury
B. C. and outlinos the history of tho Greek
city durlog the ensulng thousand yoars up to
A. D. 328, when the Ewmporor Constantine bo-
gan to erect s Now Kome on thoe incomparable
site. We need not dwell upon the well-known

ncts recited in this Intruoduction, nor on ths
four succosding chapters, which st forth the
fortunos of the Now Bome In the two con-
turies which elapsed between its foundation
and the acoession of Justinlan, A, D. 627, So
far aa regards this part of Mr. Oman's book,
we shall only note his explanation of the fact
that. while the Westorn Roman Emplro ceme
to an end with tho depoaitlon of Au-
gustulus, A. D. 473, the Eastern realm,
of which Justinian became the ruler
hal! a century later, had withstood ex-
ternal nssault and internal disintegration and
was actually stronzor than (t bad Leen a hun-
drod years before. Mr. Oman shows that the
maln secrot of the auccess of the Eastorn cm-
porors of the Wfth century (n holding thelr
own, lar in the fact that they bad dispousad
with foreign auxilinries to o large extent, had
recrganizod their armlea and fillod them up
with native troops, Loo L, who asconded tho
throne A. D. 457. was tho first ruler who
turned to account the military virtues of the
Isnurians, or mountain populations of south-
orn Asia Minor. He added several reglmments
of them to the army of the East, but it was his
son-in-law and successor. Zono (474 401)
himsell an Isaurinn born, who developed the
scheme. Zeno raisod an imperial guard from
his countrymen and enllsted as many
oorps of thom as could Le raised: more-
over, he formod regiments of Armoninns and
other inhabitants of the highland frontler ot
the East, and handed over to his successor,
Anastasius, un army in which the barbarian
suxiliaries—now composed of Teutons and
Hunsin about rqual numbors—wore doecidedly
domioated Ly the uative elementsa. [t was due
to these salutary reforms, which restored the
leglons to something like their old srustwor-
thiness, that the Lastern empire. in spite of
rebolliona, was never in serlous danger of
ainking into disorder or breaking up asthe
Woastern realm had done into new un-lioman
kingdoma. HBo far was It from encountering
this fate that Annstasius. whon he divd in A,
1). B18, lelt his successor (Justin, the uncle of
Justinian) & loyal army of 160,000 wen, u
troasure of 320,000 pounds of gold, sod an un-
broken frontier to east and waost.

In the history of the Dyzsotine emplire,
which covers upward of an thousand years,
thera ara cartain epochs which should by dis-
tinguished even in the most eursory review.
Theso are associnted with the names of Jus-
tinian, of Hernclius, of Loo tho Iswurian, of
the Macedonioan dynasty, and of Alexius Com-
penus. Then ons must glaneo at the ubortive
attempt of the Latin nations to found an em-
plro at Conatantinopla and at the restoration
of u Grovk dynasty which, although It man-
aged to maintain the semblanee of doeminion,
was during nearly hulf of that period only a
wassal of the Ottoman Turks. So fur s its de-
fensive sarvievs to Christondom were eon-
corned, Constantinople might as well have
fa'len In 1301 as in 1451, It I8 true. howover,
that westorn Europe was less propured for the
renaisspnce at tho former period than at the
latiter,

At the present time Justinian s remembered
for the Jontitutes nnd Pandects, that coditlon-
tlon of the Homan lnw which bears hils namoe
and was vxeculed at lils order. But thero had
beon revislons of the law befure and his
contomporaries were justifled by tho event
in supposing there would be others In
the futuro. In his own day Justiniun wns
most widely and honorably known ns a
bullder and a congueror. The Mosque of
Bt. Sophis at Constiuntipople und the church
uf San Yitale at Havenpa are only twa ol the
many hundred specimons of his nehioyomonts
in scclesinstionl arehitecture, Procuplus da-
voted & econsiderable treatise totho descrip-
tion of Juetiniun's bullding#, and numbers of
them survive to testily to the aceuracy of the
historian. Not merely great eentres ke Con-
stuntivople or Jorusalom sre full of edillices
erocted by this Emperor, but even in the more
soeoluded or outlying portions of his dominions
any (loo building extant s In two vascs out
of three referable to hie relgn. It la nlso to
be noted that tho era of Justinisn forms o
landmark in the style of Urlental ehureh nrehl-
tacture, Upto his time Christian architects
had been following two potterns copled [rom
old Roman models: to wit, the roumd dome
ehuroh, whose origin ean be tyaced to the
Templo of Vesta, and the rectangulur church
with spses, which wis simpiy an adaptation to
eccleslustical purposes of the basilica or Old
Howan law-court, Justininn brought Into use
for the Nret timo on & lurge seale the combins-
tion of & eruclform ground plun wod nvery
Iarge dowo, A type of this style is the lamous
shurol, now Mosgue, of 5t bopihila, whick is n
ook crons, 240 feot long and 224 broad, haye
g tu its midat o viast dome plorced by no less
thun forty winduws, and souring 150 fect
above the Hour,

1t was, howover, the outcome of Justininn's
forelgn policy which excltod the astonishs
ment of his eontemporarias, When he came
o the throne the vastorn Homan emyir pos-
sessud no rumnpant of land or of authority
waest of the Adrlatie, It was Lis dream to re-
unite undor s seeptre the Germon kingdoms
In the westurn Medltorranoat, which had been
formed out of the vreken fragments of tha

realin of Hunorius, and to pat ar el to the
pretence by which, while his was nominally
aoknowledged as Emperor by tho tiermon
rulers In tho west, ail power was really lodged
fo the haods of the forelgners wiho vosed as
his vicogerents. o almued at reconquering
Italy, North Africa, and Spaln, if pot alan the
othier provioess of the Old Empire. He nover
repounosd his purposs until he Lad brought
under his swiy all the islauds and all the
border lands of the Meditorraneau, with the
axception of the ssacoast of Gaul and of uorth-
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eastern Spaln. When he died it eould be sald
with sa much truth as [nthe days of Augustus,
that, so Tar as the absolute security of com-
merae was soncerned, the Mediterransan was
a Roman lake,

It is the custom of school histories to under-
rate the magnitade and parmansnoe of thess
nohlovements. Yet the enemies with whom
the Generals of Justininn hiad to cope ware the
same Yandals, Ostrogoths, and Vislgoths who
had experfenced but little diMoulty In parti-
tionlog the West. The populous and opulent
provinces which stretched along the soacomst
of north Afrioa had besn inthe possession of
the Vandals for mors than a hundrod yoars,
whon In 533 Bellsarius restored them to tha
Itoman emplre. They remalinad Roman until
the Saracens overtan them In 007, In 5534 the
Homan Governor, Libarius, taking sdvantage
ol a civil war among the Visigoths, In Bpaln,
landed In Andalusia and soon captured the
great towns [n the south ol the penlnsula—Cor.
dova, Cartagona, Malaga, and Cadlz. It was
about sovonty years befors the Visigothlo
Kings of Toledo recovered thelr lost territory.
Down to A, D. 023 Justinian and hls suscess-
ors relgned over the greater part of the sea-
coast of southorn Bpain. Conslder also tha
onse of Sicily; conquered by Bellsarius in 536,
1t did not entirely auceumb to the Baraocons of
Alrica untll B878. Italy was deflnitoly recov-
ered for Justinlan Ly Narses in 604 It (s
true that by GH4 the Lombards established a
kingdom in tho valley of the Fo and two Inde-
pendont duchios In central and southern Italy.
But tho ruloers of Constantinopla retalovd the
oxarchate of Navenna and other powksessions
in central ltaly untll 760, and they kopt cer-
taln terrilorles In the south of the poninsuls
until 1055, whien the Normans transformoed
thom {ato the duchy of Apulia. In view of
these facta It ls propostorous to speak of the
conquosts ol Justinlanas fugitive.

nen

The worst enemies of the rogoneratad
Roman empire at this epoch wers the
Sassaninn Kinga of Dersin Dut although
one of thom, Chosroes, captured and
sacked Antloch, tho second eity ot
tho Roman East, Justinian succesded In re-
storing the pravious enstern boundaries and
transmitted thom intact to his successom It
waa during the relgn of Hernollus, who was
ecownad in A, D, U10, that tho decinive trinl of
strength took place betwoon tho East Romans
and the Perslans—a trial which resulted in an
overwhelming victory for the foriner, but
whieh loft both combatants exhaustod and at
the merey of the Imponding Invasion of the
Sarncens. Thero s no duubt that as a saldier
and o Generul, Heracllus, whose namo is al-
most forgotton, deserves to fguro among
the greatest milltary heroes of lloman
history. For tho Tersians, when he
conguered them, wers stronger than
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heresy of & vanquished psople. That such
wne not the fate of Europe we ows to the
Byeantines whom Gibbon taught us to deo-
spise, nnd our debt to Leo the Isaurian Is
{nonlcuinbly greater than that which we owe
to Charles Martel. Europe oould never have
boen eonquared by way of the Pyrenoes, Inns-
muoh as the Baracen assailants had to receive
orders and draw supplles from the seat of
Moslem power in Asia by the immensely long
and elrenitous route through Bpain, north-
westorn Africa. and Egypt. On the other hand,
what the Turks sccomplinhed after 1463
shows that Europe ocould easily have besn con-
quered by way of Oonstantinople in the first
quarter of the elghth eontury.

At this time (A, D, T17) the relgning Callph
waa Bulolman. the seventh of the houss of the
Ommeyades. He had sirained, as we have
said, all the resources of his empire to provide
s flootand army adequate to the enterprise
whioh he had undertaken., Tho chlef ecom-
mand of the oxpedition was given to his
brother Moslemah, who led 80,000 men from
Tarsus through Asia Minor to the Hellespont.
Meanwhilo, & fleet of 1,800 mall, under the
Yizler Buleiman, namesake of the Caliph,
snilad from Byrin to the XHgean, carryiog a
force oqual to that whioh nad marched by
1snd. Inthe month of August. Leo the Isan-
rian beheld tha vessels of the Haracens sall-
Ing up the Propontia, while thelr land army
had crossed Into Thraee and wis npproach-
ing tho ¢ity from the wostern side. Moslemah
eaused his troopa to bulld a line of
olroumvalation from the sea to the Gold-
en Horn, ontting Constantinoplo off from
All communioation with Thrace, while Bulei-
man blooked the southern exit of the Hos-
porus, and tried, though Ineffactually, to close
its northern entrance slso, 8o as o prevent
any supplieseoming by water from the Euxine.
Throughout the ensuing autumn and winter
tho eity was boleagured, and with the epring
all hova of suecosaful resistance scemed to be
cut off by the arrival of a supplemental fleet
from Egypt, and of a second lnrge army which
camo up by land from Tarsus and oceupled
the Aniatio shores of the Losporus. Yot even
now Leo did not despalr, and In tho summer
he tonk the offensive. HMlis fire ahipa stolo out
snd burnt the Egyptian squadron as it lay at
nnchor. A body of his troops, lying in Bithy-
nis surprised and cut to pleces the Barncen
army which watoned the Aslatio side of the
stralt. He prevalled upon the Bulgarlans to
pour down over the Halkana and rout the
covering army which observed Adrianople
and protected the sioge on the west. The
rosult of thoso operntions was the retroat of
Moslomah, who got back to Tarsus with ouly
30,000 out of the 100,000 men who had started
with him or rejoined him as roénforcements.
Tle Noot fared worse, for, iaving been eaught
by a tempest in the JEgean, it was so foarfully
shattered thutout of the whole nrmada only
five v ls got back to Byrin unharmed,

they or thelr  Parthian  pred ]
haid ever been in sovon centurics. The expe-
ditlon of Hwernellusa ngainst the Bassanian
maonareh, who, llke the opponent of Justinian,
wiis enlled Cliosroes, was In splrit the frst of
the Crusndes. It was the first war that the
Roman empire had everundertaken under the
promptings of religions enthuslasm. InGl4an
Persinn army had stormed the city of Jerusa-
lem, had put 90,000 Christians to tho sword,
and had earried into eaptivity not only the
patriarch Zacobarins, but what all Christians
regardod aa tho most precious relle in the
world, tlia woed of the True Cross. It wns to
recover this relle, to reconqguerthe holy places,
and. in a word, to rescue Christendom, that
the urmy of Heracllus went forth. At this junc-
ture (022) not only Mesopotamia, Armenia.
Byria. and Fgypt, the granary of the
empire., had been lost, but the Per-
sians had overrun the whole of Asia
Minor snd were postod at Chaleedon,
opposite Constantinople. It required six cam-
paigns to save the Eastern Roman world and
ruin the Sassanian monarchy. The first cam-
palgn of Heraclius ¢leared Asin Minor of the
T'ersinn hosts, not by u direet attack, but by
skilful strategy. In thethreo following years
lio earried the war into Medis. correctly judg-
Ing that this move would eompel Chosrces to
recall his garrisons from Syrisn and Egypt.
The crisis of the war came in U286, for while
the main Persian army watched the Emporor
in Armenlo, o groat body slipped south of him
ond marched to the Bosporus. At the same
moment 30,000 Avars and Slavs burst over the
Dalkans and ULeset Constantinople on the
Furopean side, Heracliua showed a econfl-
dence, which the event justifled, in the strength
of Conslantinople and tho courage of its de-
fenders, Houding only o few vetaran troops to
alil the garrlson of his capital, he econtinued
to wnttack the Persiuns ot home, mnd
Inid waete Mesopotamin and Medin, The
Busuanion King was now desporate and
in 627 put his lust lovies In the field, Thay
wara dofeated Ly Hernclius, who seized the
palaes of Chosross ot Dastagerd and divided
among his troopa such plunder as had never
boen seen sipee Alexander the Great captured
Kusn., Flying to Ctesiphon, but hunted even
from his eapital by the llomans, Chosrons was
ultimately seized by his own son and thrown
Into prison, where he died of dospair or of
starvation, Heraclius had acoomplished what
no other INoman Emoperor or General had
schioved: he had sucevodod where Crassus
and Yalerian had mot with overwhelming dis-
aster: he had surpassed the exploits of Trajan
and Hoverus: his troops had been led further
enstward than ony Roman soldiers had yet
penetrated, In accordapce with the terma
of peace which followed avery Ipeh of
Homan torritory was evacuated, all lloman
captiven wero freed, a war indemnity was
pald, and tho epoils of Jerusalewm, Including
the True Cross, were restored. If we have
dwelt at length upon this war, It ls not only
beeause it demonstrates the stuff of which
sumaol the rulers and the soldlersof tho Fast-
ern Homan realin wore made, but also boenuse
It had mumentous consequeurss whinh nelthor
of the combatants could have foreseen. Four
years a'ter the conelusion of n struggle which
bad deained Loth parties of thelr resources,
the Caliph Abu Dekr, the suceessor of Moham-
mad, launched two armiss of Mosleme, thoe
one againet Milestine and the other agalnst
Persln. The result was tho annihillation of the
Porsinn kingdom and the luss of Byrlu and
Egypt by the Dyzantine emplre.
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Tho next striking figure In Byzantine his.
tory In Leo the Isaurlan, who accepted tho
erown in 717,00 the very ove of » great Bara.
ecenfo lovasion of Aslu Minor which was to
culminnte in & slego of Constantinople. They
who accept ot sceond or third hand Gibbon's
view of tho Inferlority of the Byrantinesto
the Teutonie conquerors of the Woest must be
purzlod to account fur the faliure of the Om-
meyad Caliph to tuke Constantinople, though
hotaxed all his resources to that and, while
ono of his leutenaots at the further end of
Europe. and with only a handful of Arabs.
wronchod spain from the Vislgoths and reach-
ed tho heart of France, where it required the
wholo puwer of the Franks under Charlos
Maitel to nerest hin progross, Jut Constantl-
nople, 1t may e said, was fortitled . so wore
Morida, Tuiedo, Taragonn, Narbonne, yet the
Faracens took those fortresses. Tho Lruth s
that sven the rablile of Constantinople could
flight, us was repeatedly demuonstrated, and
thore were no Hoebrew traitors nmong them,
such asiufostod the Visigothie stronghoulds.

The Mohammedan power which fruitiessly
aseniled Cogstantinople lo A. I, T17 was in-
comparably mightler than that to which the
eity succambed In 14548, und itis interesting
to cansidor whoat would have beep the conse-
nuenees to Europe had the earlior nttack sue-
cepdod.  The Caliph, once planted on the
western slde of the Hosporus, would have
found before him In the confines of tho old

loman smplre only threa conslderable vne.
tiies, vie o the Avars In Hungary, the Loum.
bards in the valley of the Fo, and the de-
orenit Merovingian monarchy which Pepin of
Herletal and his descondunts had pot yet
mansged to rogenerate. Under sueli elroum-
stanees we cannat doubt that the whole Medi.
terruupsn world would have bocome Moslem,
and that Christisnity would have seased to

oxist, except like Judalsm, a9 the tolerated

Thus ended the lust groat endoavor of the
Haracens to destroy Constantinople. By them
thn task was mever again essayod, aithough
for 350 yaara longer wars Incessantly Lroke
out betwoen tho Emperor and the Caliph, Yot
go little have we beon taught by the purveyors
of Ulbbon-and-water to apprecinte the tre-
mendous exploit of Leo the Isaurlan. that ha
is remembered rather as the Iconoclast, or
breaker of imoges, than as the dellverer of
Christendom.

Y.

The AMacedonian dynasty began with Basil
L, who becamo Emperor in A. D, 837, Dasil
himsell ls chiefly dlstinguished for his codifl-
cation of the laws of the emplre, known as the
Baslilka, which superseded the Eclogs of Leo
tho Isaurian, just as Leo's compllation had
superseded tho work of Justinian, The Basll-
iks of Basll, with the additions made by his
son, Leo VL, formed the codo of the Byzantine
empire down to Its last days, no further rear-
rangement heolng ever made. The elghty years
which followad the death of Basil the Macedo-
plan were entirely taken up by the two long
roigns of his son and grandson, Leo the Wise
and Coonstantine Porphyrogonltus, tho latter
belng so called becauses he was born in the
Purple Chamber, the room inthe palace set
aside for tho Empress, Bo far as forolgn wars
and dapgers to the emplro from without were
concerned,those elghty years were the most un-
eventful and monotonous In Byzantine his-
tory. Thoy witnessed, however, u remarkablo
intellogtual revival, the two rulers themsulves
belng professional men of letters. to whom wo
are Indebted for some of the most useful and
intorosting works in Byzantine literature. In
their relgna took place the eulmination of the
Byzantine repalssance, which had begun un-
der the quickening influence of the political
and soclal reforms of Leo the Isaurianp. The
darkest age in Byzantine literary history was
from WO to 750, & perlod from which we have
hardly any contemporary annalists, no poetry,
save the lost Hermcliad of George of Pisidin,
and very little even of thoology. On the other
hand, by the end of the eighth century writers
became far moro numerous, and in the ninth
ocentury wo can traoe the existence of nlurge
litarary class, ineluding & fow really first-
rate wsuthors, awong whom should be
particularly mentioned the patrinrch Pho-
tius, whose Drendth of culture was
sstonishing, und whose Ilibrary catalogue
Is the envy ol modern historians. A curious
feuturo of the Brzuntine literature of this
epoch was the eplics, or rumances of ohivalry,
as thoy may properly bo culled, These were
written toward the closs of the times of the
Macedoninp dypasty, and a type of the class
Is the eple ol Digenea Akritas, which celo-
briates the adventures of a herv who lived in
the lutter hall of the tonth century. Digenes
was o mighty hunter both of bears and Sar-
acens, who eloped with the falr Eudocia
Ducas, daughter of the tienural of the Cappa-
dociun thens, whom he carried off In spite of
lier fnther and weven Lrothren. I'ursued by
the lrate femily, he rods them down one by
one ot vantage points in the passes, butspared
thelr lives and was reconeiled to thom at the
Intercession of his bride, The story s evident-
ly in the same veln as the tales of ohivalry in
western Furope, most of which, howover, bu-
long to & considerably later period,

Botween A. D. 900 and 000 art followed much
the same courso as lterature Inthe Hyzantine
emplre, Jt was fn a state of decay for the lirst
century andw hall, sud the surviving works of
thattime are olten grotesquely rude, Forsheor
bud drawing and bad exocution nothing ean
be worso than the colusof the seventh and
elghth centurlps—a Frankish or Visigothlo
vlece could scarcoly be more unsightly, The
few mnanuscripts which survive from that
purlod display a corrosponding though not an
equal decline in art. Mosale work, perhajms,
showed less decadence thun uther branches of
decoration, but even fn this fleld seventh and
elghth century proeductlions sre very raro,
In the ninth century everything ,under-
went o wooderful Improvement, The
old clussical traditions of palnting live
sgain  In  the best manuseript 1llumi-
nntlon of the perlod, Muny of thise
lluminated mapuseripts might linvo boon ex-
ecuted In the fth, or even In the fourth cen-
tury, #o closoly do they reproduce the old No-
man styie. It seoms that the lcunoclastie
coptroversy slimulated painting. Perscouted
by the Issurian Ewperors, the art of sacred
vortraiture became supremely respected by
the multitude. As early also as tho middlo of
tho ninth century the minor nrts of mosaie,
silver works, and jewoelry woro oliserved to be
ina flourishing condition. There is one uther
point in the history of the Byzantiues in the
ninth contury to which attention is direeted by
our author, This is the unique commer-
elul importance of Copstantinepls st the
vpoch, All other commoerce exvept that of
the ewpire had Leen swept off the seas
iy the Haracen pirates in the precading
hundred yoars, the only communleations
botween eastern and western Christendom
belng kept up undor the protection of the Dy-
zaptine navy. ‘The Orlental productsa which
found thelr way to Europe all passed through
the warshouses of tho Bosporus. 1t was Fast
Homan ships which transacted all the trade.
Except the few Itallan ports, such as Amalfl
and the new city of Venles, no Christian town
iu the western Meditervanean soems (o bave
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posseaned aven merchant vessels. In Mr
Oman's opinlon this monopoly of European
commeres was one of the groatost slementain
o strength o the Byaantine empire. He
Inks that tha rubsequent concesslon ol free
trada to the Vonatiana dealt an lrreparablie
blow to (ts financial resourcen

i

It s beyond quostion that the notlon of
Alexius Comnenus entertained by most peonle
who desm themselves well educated Is de-
rived from tho portrult of that Emperor In
Beolt's “Count Nobhert of Parin" Curlously,
0o, although that novel s on the wholer tho
fooblost and least trustworthy of the author's
productions, the partleular fgure of Alexius
isn the maln outlines correctly drawn, Hero
{8 tho pleture of him by Mr. Oman, based on
the studies of Finlay snd Dury, who, as wo
have snld, approached the lnvestigation of
Dyzantine annais In a apirit very different
from Gibbon'a: " Alaxius was a man of cour-
aes and nbility, but he displayed one of the
worst types of Bypantine charactor. Indeed,
he was the first Emperor to whom the epithet
‘Byzantine,' In (ta common and opbrabrious
senas could Le appliod. He wiaa the most ac-
complished liar of his age, and while
winning and defending the thrdhe commitied
enough aets of mesn trenchery and sworo
onough falso oaths to startle even the eour-
tlera of Constantinople. He could Oght when
nocessary, but he preforred Lo win by trenson
and perjury. Yot asa riler e had many vir-
tuos, and it will alwnys bo remembured to his
crodit that ho dragged the smplre out of the
doopest slough of degradation and ruin that it
had ever sunk (nto. Though false, he was not
eruul, and seven ex-Fmperors and usurpors,
living uoharmod in Censtantinople under his
scaptre, boro witnoss to the mildness of his
rule. The tale of his relgn suMelantlv Leurs
witnoss Lo the strunge mixturo of woral ob-
Hauity and practieal ability In his charactor.”

Tho Importance of the rdle of Aloxius In his-
tory s recognized whon wo compnrys the situn-
tlon tn which ho found the Dyzantine emplro
with that{n which ho left it.  When ho usurpuod
the throne in 1041 his position was as difflealt
and porllous ns that in which Loo the Isaurian
was placed In T17. e had to fuco at ono and
the same time the assaulta of the Buljuks in
Asia Minor and those of # new and formidable
fow, the Norwmans, whoso Invaslon of his west-
orn provinees was coptempornneous with thele
conquest of England, The dominlons of the
Seljuk Sultan, at this time, extended ns for as
the 'ropontis, and included the olty of Nlena,
closo to thoe Dithyoinn ahore, and only ravonty
milea from Constantinople. As for the Nore
mans, after wroesting Sleily from the SBaracons,
ther had stripped the Greek emplroof Calabria
and Apulin, nnd in June, 1051—ftteen years
altor tho victory of Willlam the Comqueror
at Hastings—thoy ecrossod the Btralts of
Otranto, thirty thousand strong, and laid slowe
to Durazzo, on the Epirote const.  Intho first
twelvemonth they inflieted o erushing defoat
on Alexlus, took Durazzo, and descended lnto
Thessaly, but Ly the close of 1083 tho skilful
stratogy of tho Emperor resulted in tho dis-
parsjon of the invading army, and when
Robert Guisenrd died, in 1083, the dunger from
the Normuns passol away. It was through
the extruordloary sagacelty evineed in his
denlings with the Crusadors that Alexiu-~ waa
ablo not only to avert the fate which overtouk
Constantinople at the hands of the westorn
natlons a century later, but also to recover g
largo part of Asia Minor from tho Beljuks, II
ever diplomaey has won a triumph over bruta
foree It was In tha long and tedious negotin-
tions by which the Byzantine emperor
provalled upon all the lendera of the
Crusade, from Godlrey of Boulllon down
to the smallest baron, o swear him al-
loglance. Characteristic also was the course
which he pursued inthe succeeding enmpuign,
While the Crusaderd wore plunging through
Asln Minor, deallng shattering blows at tha
Turke, Aloxius followed in thelr rear at n
safo distance, pleking up the spoll which they
had left. By thetime the Franks had enterod
Byria the Byzantines had recovered so much
territory that the Turkish frontler In Asln was
rolled back 200 miles. Instead of the Baljuk
Iying at Nienn he was now clinsed behind the
Bithynlan hiils, and the empire had regainod
all Lydin und Carls with much of the Phrygian
highlands. 8o hard hit wers tho Beljuks that
for well nlgh o hundred years they were re-
dueed to flght on the defonsive. Thus It came
fo pass that the end of the reign of Aluxius
wivs dellvored from tho dungers whioh hud
overshadowod its  beginnlng. So  much
strenkthened was his postion that when in

1107 the Normans under Dohemund of
Tarantum tried 1o repeat  the fents
which Bubert Guiscard bad pocom-

plishied In 1082, they wers boaten off with nase,
The renewed vitality which he had imparted
tothe empire survived Alexius for ot lenst a
ganeration. Undeor his son, John the Good,
the only Hyzantine ruler of whom no detractor
has ever sald an ovil word. the Greek frontier
In Arin continued to advanea ut the expunse of
the Turks. John's son, Manuel, was nleo sne-
cessful in defending the frontiers mod main-
talniog tho prostige of the Eastern empire.
He overran Bervin,  invadod Tungerey, to
whose king he dictated terins of peace, and ho
beat off an invasion of Grocoo by the Siellinn
Normans, In a paval engagement with thoe
Yenotians, he was victorious and drovel ho gol-
leys of the Doge out of the Jdigoun. The ona
severes dofont which ho exporivuesd through
carvlessposs at tho hands of the Seljuks dovs
not seem to havo resulted Inany loss of terpi-
tory. Whoen he dicd, however. in 1180, tha
good fortune of tho house of Comnenus nud
of thoe Dyrantine empire passed away.

vinr,

Historlnns have agrovd that the greatest
erlme over pnrpotrph--l nguinst eivilizntion was
the sacking of Constuntinoplein 1204 Ly the
londers of the Fourth Crusade, and the par-
titloning of tho Yastern ompiro among the
reprosuntntives of Lautin nations, It s truoe
that in 1901 Michael Paleologue, wlio had
made himsel! ruler of the small Greek State
In Dithynin, grandlloguently called the Vim-
plre of Nlein, recovored possession of Con-
stantinople. Hore Lis Jescendants relgned
until 1454, and to an unobservaut readoer the
rocord of the Paleologi louks like the natural
continuation of older Dyzantino history, But
the truth s that {u the Interval the Byzantive
realin had undergone o futal transformaiion,
AR regards the oxternal signs of change It s
obvious that the lunds subjeet to Michaol
Paleclogus weoro miuceh moro lmitod in extent
thun those which hat obeyed the Graek predo-
consors of the Latin ususpers.  In Europe four
great bloecks of torritory had Loen luet for-
over, First was a slip along the southern
slopo of the Balkans in northers Thrace and
Mueedonin, which had fullen into the hands
of the Bulgarfans and Lecoms eomplatoly
Slavonized, Ihie b the district now Known tu
ns s Lastorn Bowmelia,  The sesond plece of
dismemliered territory is reprosontod by Als
bania, Third in the Hstof olid Byzantine lnods
whioh Michas! pever recovers ! must bo vlaced
treeve proper, now dividod between the Frunk
princes of Achafa and the Frank Dukes of
Athens. 1t is truo that the Paleologl retained
a considerable slice of Peloponnesus, ind wore
destined to eventually encroach upon thele
Frankish neighbors, Lustly must Le men-
tioned the islands of the AEgean, of which o
Jarge majority wore held oither by the Veno-
tinn Government or by the Venotian ad-
vonturers. The grent differsnes in respsot of
territory, liowpver, batweon the amplre of 1204
and the empire of 1261 was only vhe of
the ecauses which erippled the realin of the
Paloalogi. The wholp Rsanl and sdininistra-
tive muohine of government had besn thrown
irreparably out of gear, Uhen, sgaln, the com-
miercinl deeline uf the empire had become irre-
trievabile. The Paleclogl were never mble Lo
roassert the old dominlon over the seas which
had made their prodecgesors the arbiters of
the trade of Christendom, The Latin eon-
Quests threw the control of the trade of the
Bosparus into the hands of the Yenotians, who
hud Lo desire to make Constantinople their
oue contral mart. but were just as ready to
trade throusg'. the Syrisn and Egrptisn ports.
¥rom 120< onward, Italy, rather thua Constan-

tinople, becamo the sentre and starting place
for all European commores. and the grout
Ttaling republios employed all thelr onargles
to provent the Greek fleot from recovoring {ta
old strangth, It should be added that the
tmporors who suceeeded each other on
the restared throns of Constantinople were
without exeeption men more fitted tolose than
to hold together an (mpoverishod and wox-
haustod ampire. Aftor the decisive battle
gnlned Ly the Ottoman Sultan, Murad L, in
front of Adrianople in 1402 the Byeantine em-
pire bocamo o more head without & body, and
thero 18 no doubt that the death stroke might
thon have boon dealt which was to be doferrad
for ninoty yonrs. As we have sald, the last
P'aleclogl sank (nto tho humble vassals of the
Ottoninn ruler whoso realm eneiroled them,
and the duty of defonding Christendom de-
voived onthe Bervians and Hungarians, who bo-
twoen thom sturdily discharged it tor 150 yoars.
The solo kervice rendorod to clvilization Ly
the Byzantine empire during its last ninoty
yoars ol nominal existenco—and no one, of
courae, would underrate tha servico—was that
It actod as the eustodian of snclent liternture
and art until Italy was ripe for the inheritanoe.
MW, L

Miavensnn's New Novel,

In The Wreeler, by Mr. R L. Breveson
(Seriliners), we huve not only tho latest, but
the strongost ‘of the writer's porformances In
tie Nold of proso Netion. 1t 18 true that on the
title page there flguires the uama of an Amorl-
enn colluborator, Mr. Lloyd Osbourns, and it
is possiblo thit the artist may have Leen ju-
debred to him for some of the raw matorial,
notably the neeount of an sstonlshing Amorl-
tan commoreial eolloge and thoe transoeript of
San I'ranciscolife lo tho speculative ora. Inthe
workmanship, howevor, we duetect no tracen
of any other hand than Mr. Stevenson's, and
even ag rogards the substance of the nir-
ratlve It i3 plain that the chapters doeul-
Ing with Ldinburgh and student life in
P'arls, with divers modos of existones in Now
Bouth Wales, and with tho Islands of the -
cifle, are drawn from his personal observa-
tion. Fo remarkable, indeed. are the range
and variety of the scenca ard ineldents that our
crodulity Is somowhat strilned by the nssump-
tion that wo are reading the record of one
man's exporlenos.  The horo of the narrative
I8 searcoly old epough to have seen 50 much
nod studied it so thoroughly, though it muy
Lo that more than one middle-ngnd hut much-
teavollid U'lyssos may be mot with among the
nnofiulous eharaetors encountored amid the
strange, udventurous, sensuous exlstance that
maon lead In the Bouth Soeas.

As regards cluss, this novel Ia a story of
erime nnd its deteetlon; in rospect of slrue-
turs, it is an autoblography prefuced with o
prologue aud eappod with an epilogue,  About
the choiee of subject and form, the author tolls
us something o tho concluding parsgrapha,
The genesis nod growth of ' Tho Wreckor”
18, we are Informed, that once on bLoard
tho schoonor Lguator, the aulhors—it |s
vot Mr Stuvenson's fault that we do not
eredit  the alleged plurality  of  author-
shilp—lienrd  soveral  slorles  about the
salo of wrocks, The subject temptod them,
und  they sat down to discuss ts possi-
bilities, " What a tungle It would moke,”
sugrested one, it tho wrong erow wore
nboard,  Iut how to got the wrong rrew
there? "1 hava it!" eriod tho othor
*the #o-and-so affair.” It seoma that not
many montlis bafore and not many hundred
miles from whero the schooner Lguator was
then salling a proposition almost tantamount
to thut which forms the pivot of this narrative
had beon made by a British skinpor to some
British enstaways. The central situstion hav-
ing buen found, the plot, we aro Informed. was
outlined before the authora turned in. The
aquestlon of treatment required longer dis-
cusslon, for the alm was to avoid the impres-
slon of elaborato unlifelike mechanism made
by the ordinary form of polico novel
or mystery story. Tho eonclusion was
renched that the end might be attained
it the tale were gradually approsched,
s of tho chiarneters introduced beforehand,
and the book sturted Inthe tone of a novel of
munners and experienco.  In this way tho
nivatory might seem tha outgrowth of real
life. With thils purpose in view, the two prin-
eipal types, that of the American bandy man
ul business and that of the Yankee morchunt
sailor, are dwelt upnn at romo length, nnd the
samo effeet of realism 18 contempluted in the
fntroduetion of sonie secondary figures and
incidents noi direetly eonnected with tie plot.
Withdelighttul eandor Mr, Stevenson ncknowl-
ediges that after this woethed of approaching
and fortifying the police novel hnd  been lnho-
riously planoed, it oceurrods to the authors
tlint it had been invented previously by somae
ono ¢lso and was in lact the process adopted
by Charles Dickens in his later work, There
ig, however, n marked differonce hetwean
the mystery story of Dickons, or, for that
mwntter. of  Gahorinu, and that exem-
pliftod in * The Wreeker." Intho majority of
Diekens's novels, and in sl of Guboriau's,
love plays a considerablo rile, whereas whnt
hns been ecalled the moster passion of tho
modern world might as well Lo non-existent
ns regurds the part assigned to (6 in the book
baofore us, or, indeod, In aoy of Mr. Stevenson's
productions, Lither Mr. Stevenson foels no
{mpulso to deplet the complex and romantie
passion whieh is to il sexual instinet what
the flower is to tho root, or he wishes to
demonstrato thut the power of mnking o story
intoresting without an infusionof love mak-
ing did not perish with Defve nnd Godwin,

It 18 surprising (o how muny places Mr,
Slevenson seems to be oqunlly at home, We
can voueh for the securacy and vividnesa of
the seenes in the Lotin Quarter, ss well as
thore In Friseo: Dot Herto has not more
faithiully delinopted the one nor Henrl Mirger
the other. When wo lind ourselves in the
Soulh Bens, or in New South Wales, or In
Elinburggh, thin noreativo still beass the markes
of thorough knowlodge aml koon Insight.
The whole ook i« poriented with the humor
whicl is not only the most diverting but the
docpost ol anterpretels, and  whieh s Mr.
Stovenson's most vhinractoristio gitt, It is in-
dewd by humor that e (s separated by tho
whole dimmeter of nitistic nature from, for in-
stanee, Me, Henry James. The highost emo-
tion whieh tho lutter can elielt in the reador in
thnt of culm satisfuotion: seldom, If ever, doos
he provoko i smile, As you read Mr Steven-
sot, on the other hatl, when you are not held
Lreathloss by cutlosity or alurm, vou are ul-
most nlways similing snd st times burst into o
loud laugh, Phers are fow things of Murk
Twain's funnicr than tho deseription In this
povel of Muskegon's Commercial College,
where bLoya wers tralned to beeome stock
brokers aml pvroduce brokers Ly gambling
with counters 1 o mimie atock exchange.
Then, ngu'n. there la nothing moro side split-
ting In tho ~conrs de la Vie de HohGie than the
experiences of Mr. Blevenson's higro In the
Latin Quueter after Lig supplios wore cut off
through the fallure of his father. Two of these
ineidonts aro 8o dellelous thiut we must be ol-
lowwd to reproducs them, Dodd, the liero,
Lind been soot Lo Paris tolearn to be o soulp-
tor, apd we are told that, after Leing thiowa
upon bis own resaniees, o wos sUH ablo £oF a
time toget credit forw mididay meal at a eab-
man's enling liouse on the outer buulovird,
Dodd oxplaing that "Supper I was supposed
not toreguire, sitting down nightly to the doll.
eate table of sonue vich nedupintatces I'lisare
rungoment was extromaely Ul copsidersd, My
fable, eredible enough wt fist, and so long
sy clothes were in good  onldur,
must  hive  soemed  worse  thun doabt-
ful ufter my ¢oat Lecame fieyad abot the
edges and iy boots bvgan to squeak and
plpo nlong the restuurant toors. Tha allow.
ance of ons meal w day bosides, thoush sultn.
blo enotizh to tie state of 1wy Hoanens, ngreed
poorly with my stomach, 'The restaurant was
widece 1 had often visitod experlimentally, to
tiste the e of students then more anlur-
tunate that myself s and 1 had never In thuse
duys epterod iU witljout disgust, or lelt It
without naused. It was strange to find my-
self sittiog down with avidity. rising up with
satisfaction, snd counting the hours that
divided we from my returs W such & table.

Bat hungsr s & great maglelan: and so soon
as]had spent my rendy eash. and could no
longer il up on bowls of ehosolate or hunke
of broad, I must depand ontirely on (hat eab-
mun’s eating houss, and upon certaln raro,
long-expoctod, long-remombored windfnlls,"
in the shapo of Latin Quarter loans not muant
to be repaid.

O eourse, howevar, paticnos and trustfule
noss havo their linidts evon in the keopers of a
cnbman's eatlng house, Mr Dodd recorils
that oventuilly a shade of vhange In his ro-
eoption at thie ordinary * mntkaed the begln.
ning of a new phoaso In my dist:oss. The st
day 1told myself it was but funey; the next,
Tmade quite sure it wasn fact: the third, in
mere panfe Istayed away, and went for forty-
olght houss fusting,  This was an aot of geoat
unreason: for the deltor who stays away I8
but the more remarked, anil the bonrder who
misses o meal is suro 1o be nevused of infl-
dolity. tin the fourth day, therefors, I re-
turned, inwardly quaking.  The proprietor
looked nekanco upon my ontrancs; the wait-
resfes (who wore his daughtoers) noglected my
wants and sniffed ub the afforted jovinlity of
my salutations: last and most plaln, when 1
collod for suisse (such as was Lolug sotvod to
all the uther dinersi I was Lluntly tolil thepe
wore no more, It was obvioua 1 was nonr tha
ond of my tether; ona plank Jivided me from
want, and now T felt it tromble.'

It was now evident thit us a seulptor Dodd
would atarve in Varis, and he enma to the sunn
conelusion that, swallowing his pride, ha must
borome n seulptor's workmun, He provesied,
therefors, to tho ateélier of ks old master, o
certaln distingnishal wioldor of the ehlscl,
by whose exnmnole and Instruction he
hl  Leen  supposod  to  proft, and who
hnd ones dons him the honor in  the
days of his upulence to partuko of a
ddjeuner. Towarl the ond of this ropast,
which hnd been bountiful, the master lind lot
drop somoe good-natured words of commenda-
tion touehing his young hosl's mnsterpiece, a
stutuo of the Genlus of Muskeggn, which
through his fathers influence hud boen or-
dered for the Btato House of n Western com-
monwoalth, It was consequently without sny
misgivings ne to his qualifeations that Dodi
roluctantly procaeded to dofMthe frock eoat of o
gentlemnn and approsch aet in tho workman'e
tunie. His recoption in the master's nto-
lier Is caloulated to onlighten not  only
winateur artiste, but also wmateur men of
lotters who concelve thil, beenuss somoe of
thelr unpuid contributions have found thelr
way into print, they ean easily enrn n lving
with the pen. " Tiena, this litle Dodd ' eriod
tho master; and then, as Lis eye foll on my i-
Inpidated clothing, I thought 1eould perceive
his countennnee to dorkon. I made my plen
In English; for I inow, il he woro viin of any-
thing, it wius of his neliisvemont of the lelund
tongue. " Mastor,” salil I, “will you tnke me
in your stadio again: Lut this tine as n work-
mun?" I sought your fuzic was Immensely
rooch,” snid he. T oxpluined to him that 1 was
now an ofplinn and penniless, o shook hils
head, "1 have better workmen walting at my
door,” sald he, " firtettor workmon” * You
used to think something of my work, sie,” 1
pleaded.  ""Somesing, somesing-yop!" he
erfed: " dnongh for o sonof 0 recell man—mnot
dnough for an orphon. Bosldes, | sought you
might ledrn to bo an artist: 100 not sink you
might learn to by s workman,"

A favorable turn in the tide having drifted
Dodd to Ban Pranciseo, o beeamo ga o
mental 8 gn partner for his friend Piokerton,
the type of an all-round man of business,
Among tho lattor's countiess devices for tho
abstraction of dollars was n scnome degeribed
inthe advertisement us Pinkerton's Hobdome-
dary Plenics, soon shortencd by vopular con-
aent to the Dromedary. Oftheso unfque stonm-
boat exeuralons Mr. 1. Loudon Dodd, late
of the keole des Desux Arts, was made
maoager und honorary atoward,  The folluw-
Ing purngraphs glve but o glimpse of hps px-
perience In this capaeity: 1y B o'clock any
Bunday morning 1 was to be obsarved Lv an
admiring publie on tho wharf. The gurl nnd
attributes of smorifleo consistod of o binek
froek cont, rosettad, its pockets bulging with
sweetmeats and inferlor cigars; trousers
of & llght blue, a silk hat like n roflector,
and n varnished wand. A goodly steamer
guarded my opne flank, panting and throb-
biog, floga fluttering fora and aft of
her, [lllustrative of the Dromedary and
patriotism. My other flank was coversd
by the tlcket offloe, strongiy lield by atrusty
character of the Beots parsnasion, rosetted
Hke his superior, and smoking u elgar tomark
tho oocasion festive, At half-past. having ns-
surad mysell that all was well with the free
luncheons, I lit & cigar myself, nnd awaitod
the straius of tho ‘Iionser Band.' 1 had
never to wait long. They woro German and
punectual, and by n foew minutes altor tho half
hour [ would hear them booming down stroot
with o long militury roll of drums, evmas geora
of gratultous asses prancing nt tho head In
bearskin hats and buckskin aprons, and con-
spicnous with resplendent axes. The band, of
eourss, wo pald for: Lut so strong is the
San Franelsean passion for pubilic mus quernde
that the osses (o I say) wore all gratu-
itous, prapesd for the Jove of L,
and cost us nothing Lot thele Tunelioon.,
Thio musiciens formed up in the bows of iy
stenmer, and struck futo u skittish polko; the
nssop mountod gaard upon the gangway und
the ticket ofMleea; and presently after, o family
parties of father, mother, und children, in the
form of duplicate lovers, orin that of solitary
youth, the publle began to deseend npon us by
the carful at o time; four to six hundred, por-
haps, with o strong Gorman faver, und all
moerry as childeen,  When thesy il boon
shepherded on boued, and the Inevitalle Lie-
Inted twao or throo had gained the deck amid
the chooring of the public, the hawsoer was
enst off, annd we plungod Into the bay. Aud
now behold the honorary steward in the houre
of duty and glory; sco me elrenlnte nmbl the
erowd, rwdlating aMubility and laughter, Hb-
ernl with my swoestmeata and eigoras 1
sny  unblushing things (0 hobbledeloy
girls, tell shy young poravns this {n the winy-
ried people’s boat, roguishly pok the albsiiaets
od if they aro thinking of thelr =woothoarts,
offer patarfnmilins e clgar, am stouck with the
besuty and grow eurlous about the age of
mammua's youngoest, who (I pssue hoer guvly)
will bo g mun before his mother, o perhivps it
may veeur to me, from thy sensf! L vxprossion
of hor face, that sho 18 p person of go ol eutine.
sel and Lask her earnestly 1 vho Eknows nny
perticularly pleasant place on tha Sauockito or
San Haluel const, for the seone of ou planie is
alwnys supposed to be uneortain, The next
moment Twm back wt my gy Lodinaso with
tho young lndies, wakening laugnter us 1 uo,
aond lonving In my wakoe appli-vo comments
of "lan't Mr, Dodd s funny gentivman? ool
O Lthink be's just tow e

Although the nureative sturtin the heart of
the I'acitie, and althuugh o0 bwieo peturn
thither in the course’s! it wo lnd very Littlo
about the seenery and (e chnraeteristivs of
native lfe in Polynesin. 'I'lis bs o dittlo disup-
polnting. beesuse, having  hosen for hin=oll n
dwolling pliee ln Sumon, tho nuthor i peculs
larly qualitled to tell us vt we want Lo hear,
But for thoe applivation to Oceanles o tha
faorulty for landseapn drawing, and for the
wtudy of eharseter und noers, whileh was o
rignally domonstrated 0 tho wuthor's ears
liest weltiogs, wo slindl Lsve to walt for other
books which, doulitless, will bw presoutly
fortheoming. I the prosoul volume there |s
anly the following brlef desertotion of the out-
ward  aspect onopoowinter's afternvon  of
Tul-o-hao, the Prop b caotal af the Muojussns
nrelipelago: " The  trudes, wa  are tald,
Llow strong nnd saually s the muel vonred loud
on the  slilngio baehs and the Oftyv-1on
Fetiionor-of-warthatl eurries Lo Bug aud infu-
ence of Franees anbout the Islands of tho equni-
Lal group rolled at hor inoorings nnder l'rison
Hill, The clouds hung low and black on the
surrounding amphithewtre of mountiious: rain
hiand fallen eariler in the day, renl tiople rai,
a witerspout for violence, and the groen and
gloamy brow of the muuntaln was Uil seatied
wih inuny silver threads of torrent. 1o thoss
hot and healthy islands winter s but & nome.
The rain had pot refreshed. nor could .the
wied lavigorate the dwellers of Tal-0-hae;

——

away at ono ond, Indeed, the commandnnt was
dirooting some clinnges In the residency
anrden beyond Privon il and tho gardeners,
belng oll conviels;, had no cholee but to
continue to ohioy. All other folka stumbered
and took their rest: Vaekehu, the native
auecn. In her trim house undor ths rustiing
palme: the Tahitinn Commissary, in hia bas
fMngzed ofticlal restdonee: the merchnots, (a
their desocted stoios: ad cven tho olub sers
vant In the eluly his head fallen forward on
the Lottle counter under tho map of the world.,
and thecards of navy oMeers, 1n the whole
longth of the shioresido atrect, with (s soate
torod bLoard hovses lwoking 1o tho sem. it
grateful shado of palms aod groen junglo of
puraos, no moving fgare could bo seen. Only
at the end of a rickely pier that onee lin the
progperois duva of the Ametican rebelllon)
wns uscd to groaon umler the eotton of Joha
Hart, thore might have Loeeh spied upon a pile
of lnmber the famous tuttooed white man, the
living curiosity of Tuwlo-hae. His eyos ware
opensturingdown the bay, Mo saw the moune
tulns droop, as they nporoschiod the entranoe.
and broak down In eliffs; the eurl boll wlite
round the two sontinel isdots; and Letwoea,
on the narrow bight of blue horlzon, Ua-pan ups
raiko the ghost of ner pinpacled mountain
tops, Bint his mind would take no merount of
theso familine foaturor, as ho dodged In and
aut wlong the irontler line of sleop, und waks
lng memory would wserve him with broken
fengmoents of the past: brown laces and white,
of skippor and shipmate, King and olilef,would
arivo bofore his mind and vaaish: o would
reendl ol voynges, old landialls in the hour
of down: o would hear again the drums
hoat for o vun-onting fostival; porlinps he
wouldl summon up the formof that island
prineoss for the love of whiom e had submits
tod Bis body to the eruel hpds of the tatteear,
nnd now sat on the lnmboer at the pler end of
Tal-o-hne, so strangen garsot o Buropoan,”

Uno limpso now of o Seolohiman manifestly
drawn from life: tho hero's mnternsl geands
futher, n stonomuson who mude a forfune by
crocting bulldings wihieh combinad w minimum
of oltlar with a maximum of show. He hind &
notion t!m*blll- grindson's experionce ut the
Feoledes Hicane Aets would aunlify him te hoe
vome an architoct, ntorm #synonymous in his
yocabu'nry with houssbullder of the typo with
which hiowas bmsol! familiar, It never oo~
curred o the hereos being an Amerioan. to be
nshnmod of his grandfather, although the late
tor, ns wo have salid, had Leenn working mason
and i eisen fram the ranks rathor by shrewd-
ness thaon by merit. We aro told that *ia
lis nppearancs, speoch, nnd  mannors he
bors browd marks of Lis origin, which wore gall
and worniwood tomy Unele Adame His nndla,
inspite of anxions supervision, wers olten in
eanspier s mourning: his elothios  hung
nbout hiim In bags and weinkles, liko o plough-
mun’s Nunduy eoat: his aceent was rude,
broad, nnd dragging: rake hm ut his beat, nnd
ovin when ho coulil be jndueed to hold his
tongue, liis move presenes inu corner of the
drawing room, with s opon-alr wrlnklos, his
seanty hale, lis battersd hands, and the cheers
Tl eraltiness of s expresdion, sdyvertised the
whole gune for n self-mudo fumily, My nung
might mines wnd my eousing vridle, but there
wits o getting over Lo solid, phivaleal fact of
the gtoiiemason in the chiginey corner.”

This worthy Seot touk a great faney to his
Amerlean grandson. wnd liked to linve the
young man aceom pany him in his walks, The
purposeof these excursions was * not to seek
antiquities ur to enjoy famous prospects, but
Lo v it ons niter another. n series of doleful
suburts, for which it was the old gentleman's
chiel ¢lnim 1o repown thut he had bLesn the
sole eootractor, and tvo often the architeak
besliles. 1 have rarely seen o moro shooking
exhibition: the bricks seomed to be blushing
in the walls, and tho slates on the rool to have
turned pala with sahame; but T was eareful
not to communieato these impressions to the
ngod artifleer at my side; and when he would
direct my attention to some frash monstrosity
perhaps with the eomment, * There's an Ides of
mina's; its cheap und tasty, and had s graand
run: the idee was opoon stole, and there's
wlinle deestricts near Gilesgio with the goathie
nduetion nand that plunth. 1 would eivllly
miko haste to ndmire, and (what I found pare
ticularly delighted him) to {nquire into the
vost of each adornment.,” It was after our
hero's evaeuntion of Parls, which. as woe have
seen, he found untenable, that these exoure
slons took place, and it was on one of thess
oceasions that his grandfather made him a
present of £2,000 nnd urged him with this
enpital to sottlo down In Beotland and pursus
the bLusiness of n bullder und contraotor.

Here s his bit of lowlind Beotch In
which tho proposal is unfolded: *'Bee
liers, then. Joeanniv's yin!. A'm  going

togive yon sot-off. Your mither was always
my fnv'rite, for A nover could agroe with
Aundam. Allke yo Hino yoursel'; there's nae
noansense aboot ye; yo've a llno neytoral Idee
ol bullder's work; yo'vo boon to France, where
they toll me they're grund at the stuecy. A
eplendid thing lor coflin's, the stucey! und It's
a vailyubla disgulge, too: A don't boliove
there's a bullder In Seotland has used more
stucey than me.  Iint, as A was sayin’, if yo'll
follle that trade, with the capital that A'm
goin' to zive yo, yo may live yot to be as rich
a8 mysel’. Yo soe, yo would have slways had
i shuro ol It when A was gono; (tappesrs
yo're needin' it now: woll, yo'll got the luss, as
isonly just and proper.”

None of Pou's storios has n more skiifully
construetod plot than that which is evolved in
the book ofore us, It is questionablo whetheg
any rendor will guess the secret of * The
Wreek" befors the author s rendy to oxplain
it. Wao have eirofully avalded easting any
Hiht vpon tho mpystory beyond the hint given
1 the pussnge quoted at the outset from the
vitlogue, When the vell is Hited it will une
vover horrors enough to eatlute the mosk
blaadthirsty dovourers of the police novel.

Lut although we are far from underrating
the fuenlty of arousing and sustaining oue
rlosity, this, us our extraets will demonstate,
I this dutiet of the nuthor's mor its, which have
nover been exhibited on so largo a scale op
s elfectivel? as in the present novel.

The Mont Binne Observatory,
Frow ole Boinidon Tiien

It maoy bo rememborod that M. Jan
wellkaown diceetor of the Moudon !!11.1;':;1"1"(";:
tory nhsd meamber of thoe Friench Institute, who
st your mule the w=cent of Mont Blahe in
urder o exnmino the practicability of t
sl e for ostabidishing un abwervidory there,
fding that nt forty fect Lelow tw surfacs o
the snow thero was to solid beil of rook fop
foundntivns of o bullding, conceved Jlo
ul construeting . one which consl bo kopt In
s place by the snow itsell
Ingly  formed an  assoelation,  to
g’{lnlrlil Holapd  Bonoparte, M. g

A luphue Bischivfnheim,  Count
(hroflulhe. ond Baron o Hothsehild  were
Hbernl subseribors, und the funds thus o
tainoil wore mpent {n the construction of un o
purvistory, which, iiter huving beon put up g
the grounds of the wudon establishmen
liu beon taken (o plesos ngaln and um

Lo Chiuounix, Irom whicl ylave it
taken up to the sumimit of the mountaln
put togetlior wnder the supervision of
Canng, the well-known explurer who secoms
panied M, Lonyalot in his jouiney throug
Central Axin nnd over the Vamir Into India.
The new obesrvitory Is of timboer unid is
whout 205 (oot o helght, belng divided into two
comparticnts or storlus, surmounted by
Equnre platform, with an lron balusteade nn
0 woolden sealfolding for the recomtion of the
viirious (ieteorologionl lostruments.  There
are mevernl rooms In each compartment op
Ktory, for 1ho Use, upon the ane side, of the
direator il hils stefl, and, upon tho other, o
tonrists and thelr guidos, Theso reoms wi
v provido b with dboveraek furniture nud with
smpidt st as for ll(‘l‘llll'lg.'lll'l cOCKINE PUEpOhes,
tin fuel sed ot frst heing suthraeite '|"Il
tw s comimunicats with ench other by
o spiral stdrosse, whils there (s
tondder with o trapdoor glve
A to the proom for I.;m Wl
s providod for Ly gonnne oF tibioes,
withly Thy windows of the Gppor story, with
doaile framework and doubd panes of mlase,
aTord viows In varlous dioosetions,. among
ol s boowined Chunonig, with whieh it is in=
tonded to eomminn it by s al M:IIH-
phortenl chnals when tho ntaosphiors is sofM-
elontly etonre, Al the tunbor as o thiek couk
of firaproof paint. and cach wes of wond 18
vuarmrcd soan Lo fac tale the obseryatory' s
wlng oastly put togothor, o work wideh will
o eompletod by the el of Bopdam e
toreinmins, of @od e, 1o be soen whether the
building wiil, an M. Janssen anticipates, res
win dnits plwce by the simple process of Iste
tng the plenks wiich wre Lo foros the wal
owWn sowe d.stuucy iuto the hurdeped BUOW,




